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tbat mdmdtml ehotrches, CMSodataoos, IcK^ assook^oas^'iM^^ 

©rally, by the fiiefe ^at tbe taaa^ ef Ohi&tos, boHs la Kew ®^ 
knd and tbo W^^ ha^e ei&er become iadl^^i^^ t& ^Tlt^ 
cause, oir they af® gesktag to help It forwmd ^ms^ jsffii^.^sap 
^bmmdL The chai«h«3S of .CoKQeetiout and Now Bs^M ^li^ 
stow turaim^ tbdir cidntribatsons into t&e trsasa?^ of 
Aifisrioaa Tract Society, B(»ton. The movemenS Is'^fflorf^^ 
md. earnest. Without one being aware of what otheis wex@ 
letters wore sent, about the mme time, di^renl |!aH9<^ 1^ 
State, invitiBg t^iis Booiety to take p^session tlie idd^ «4 
take collectioas ffOm the ehuffchesi it is & ^m^iw mi. ms&m 
oxpresaion of disilke toward the polioy &dopft@d at New Yx^k^ 
e^urt has been made, therefore, to smst iko ii^vement* --Msmi^ 
other things done, the speeches, of Chief Justice WtOksiii 
Judges Parsons and Eilswor^ have been droukte^ vef^mMk 
sively; ovidontly fo? &is partsculae purfsx^ie, ioie^dI®1ii^<6S^ 
saiamty to thk policy, and to prevent mf stej® feeing I® 
opp<»itioa'to it. ^ 

W© deem it obligatory upon ourselves, therefore, h^viiig <^^!S* 
md a movement of this kind in the dty, deUberglelyyand 
conscientious grounds, to oali attention to the pdnts mv^ved llt;!^ 
vki T&the Folky ef im S^dsft^ «t Mem fefe, , IS | 

t& tim fhomment m o^mihn to U, WHAT IT PEOFIiSlS $ 
AND TO TUB INADEaUAOY OF TEE SFEECHBS TO 
AEEEST THE MOVEMEJff. 

It would have -created' some addition^'exoi^meaftd have'd^ 
^hm at the time, immedistdy a^r the' speeches ■ were .iSellv^^-' 
Bat thig was not what waa desired. M - m --a- mttei* ol-^^^^ - 
O^s- sjsler®sl.' . It .needa ^.ta. be, , iooked, '.jifcjr ^^<&ml ..ll^i^i;^^ 



m^io^MtJ? SB^ pmjeyfttlness ; and^lhe Ssngtli oF Mme ilia? hm 
2?©^ okpssd wo deem espaoiallj favorable to this. 

I. The Folioy of th© Society. What is It ? 

■Th^ method of ascertaining this is indicated in the following res- 

,'|^s^dF% t!ie'cSboi8,?^/,a|;;lte'-Ja§t'aiiniaaI "•■toeofing;s "Ke- 
rf.jSli^t'-ctWt-actioa-.of •.•the 'Exocuiafo ■.Committee 'm ap^- 




>rFoKcy of the Socaely tlien, % the same tiiiat has been adop** 
vfc^ed q?fut by iihe Sxecuiave: Committee, iriekding tbe 
BabH8&ia*€oMmitte8ii ■ But :wlist that ia, is generally knowaj. It is to 
lK»^/if -|»s^bl0f dl^ in the publications of the Society to 
«Sih®itt!^l»t of slavery,' It was firafc indicated by a systematic mu*" 
^taou? of : a certain class of aui^ors, as Gurneyj Mary Lundi© 
i>a{!iOai), and others, from whose writings every earnest and feeling 
j#Mioa to American elairery has been expunged. Ne-'tf when the 
<Gl&idrsh^, upon whose ;6ympathy the Society kta relied for support, 
tisgSQ'to to'their: res^nsibility, and called upon the Society 
^ti"®i% to desist from farther mutilations, but to go foi ward and 
imprJidly with the word of God, applying it to all sins ali]ke» 
,tlie €6mmHto0 refused to doit. And atill' again, is to bo noticed 
He® courso:piirgaed after the appointment of the " Committee of 
SS^oi." - "Wfesn tho refusal to publish as proposed could be eii-^ 
to«>d;;so longer, and the members of the Society, having the re- 
jpcssiliilityj demanded- tSie right of directing in this matter, ^Hh© 
jBkecutive committee conseiUed to the appointment of a Cbmmitteo 
ii^TOisdga!©; and report." The Committee appointed consiatisd of 
/^i^n «ea:i|tt^gent Christian laymen and.ministei^ as the churches 
€mll fttrm3h,im& the Honorable Theodore Frelinghuysen at their 
h&i^ ;^d afbr "careful and mature deliberation it reported^ in part^ 
^In the jadgBtient of your Committee, the political as^ 
slaTOjyUo en^rely wifeoat the proper sphere of ibis Sor 
dety,sffld cannot be discussed in its pubHca^oas; but those moral 
^ti!»S3>s?bich gK«>w ottt of the ojdstenco of i slavery, as well as those 
@«ib aad vises which it is known to promote^ and which aw ' 
led m ^dptes, sad eo much deplored' 1 by «vaageHcal 






-spirit.'*- i-T ^ ^ 

The Soeiety, tlien, not only' uasMim?*u% adopted this; asC^^er 
resolutions reported ; btit it also cIjos© oommiWeiJS fors ii^^'fesjBuliig ; 
yeoTj and entrusted to them the %vork «f carr^iag iHn;^ 
But scarcely had the members of the Sociefcj rctisiTfied td tll^l^ 
homesj when it became evident that the Publishing Comrniltee fe^: 
a6 inte^itaoa - doing it. Piiv^te, explanatory circulars, i¥^r<& 
Southj stating what it did iatend, aod circulars were afbrwar<is#t*S(| 
Horth, is self-justificatloib • Aatt the oScera at ibe Tray'jl Bo.^ 
commenced a plan of operations with the view of carryxBjg their poll®j 
at the next annual meeting, and obtaining a vote of approbation ^ 
it, which they did.- The Policy of the Society, then, is the s^tjpfie 
as that of the Committee, which is, to pMsh notMnff mth the 
cifc purpose of diminUMng the eoih of davety^mVi for amnt^s^g 
masters in learning their duties and responsililities* . v ■ 'i 

A claim has been set up^ w© are aware, thaieiesems somewhat ^ 
modify, this view* Mrstj, itM said that aa examination of the:pub<? 
licatiods of. the: Society Avil! show a somewhat i^fiferent policyj foi* 
they contain frequent allusions to ^slavery. Sut if allu^ops bavs 
been made to it ia such a way tliat agents at the North feii 
Justified in saying that the Society publishes upoa slaveiy,^ it ia k 
such a wayj too, that those ; at the South havo fe|s jissfeiSsa 
elcaming thatitdoes not publish uponit. . ^ ^ ':a»;'-m^' 

Again, it 5s said that the Scjciety publishes the whole bib1o *ii^ 
comments, and Locke's Commoa-Place Book, contaiKing-som^^'p^ 
sages referring to oppression. • : '/'-^^ 

But if tl»i9 is the same as applying the Gospel specificallji '^hj 
hm ttot the Sqciety pursued the same coarse with refewnce to oi|je» 
evila ? . Or, if it ia the eame as appljwg the i^pei speciScslly^' 
irhy, having done one j does it hesitate to do the oilier' «3sc^|it| 
liiatoneiia to;pronomie© a jutiiginent, and ;as8tt!?ie^ a? respo^ifeiljfci^ 
ia the case,- and the other is not t r One is like, ^ving a cii^> c| 
medicines to a; paJaentf and letdng him^ select for Miaself 5; th^ 
Dther is txi select for him^ wMch is to^give an opimoaj JEmd shOjW^^ik 
purjssseyand which "^ves/ the. ptaent an a^rehensiori of-^issasf^ 

S?M<^ifeQ Othe]t;d083;-iy>t.- ..-^i^ ^ - ■ ■ "-l /.'r ■v;. -- r^'^l':^ 



;:©??!s:-al-glaTOrj9.a5id ihQ duties of..!!*satf»rd, it ossl^' dtf^s do'^g.it, 

' '^1^8; ithiii^fip^ ^om^n^ibj. i>m fe .®^thtmS^,; too* ' . .The; .Cowi^i* 
tt&V so h0; put it, <!<^3 not refuse t^ publisshi ifc h only ^ai^qg % 
"Citable tn^ts bo presented. , And aow, after tb&t traote of a!} 
"S^e^ea km^ l)e,ea;f?e9Dnte<ls and onr hopes oace; eanie so ns^p 
Belag realissd that a selection was nsade, and a S0t »»f aSw 
|grej®y0il atriking theca off,; and tliQ CoramitteOj Um, was en*- 
|?a^^ a Yote of the Sooietf, with tho work of goiii^ forward 
il€»;]piiUi^>apoii the subjoit; ami, moreover, affcer iha?^ all this hag 
l©©a smdoae, too* and the plates, prepared have been thrown away 
#i typo for re-ml4ting,i^ told the same thing aj^ini 

ifee Sociefey daaa noi refaae to puMish." What, then, is refusing ? 
^ itrefosiog Jir 1^0 fireman to stand still and not play his engine 
irhsQ the fiimes are spreading, and his comrades are rallying him 
to^ft work? Does bis protesting that he-will take hold to morrov?, 
ar. jit^Kne :&itaret time, when they get a better machine, or, whea 
ihere is le^ exci^meng, and the flameshave sabatded a little, make 
miy dtSetrende ? I6 is very eyidenfe: that the Society i?i>e8;r#/<^fie 
% publish ia|K$n these sabjects. : Hot that we suppose it would if the 
^I4ies of {jse majority of the sociiety could be expressed. . But lar<se 
fmblie meatin^, such as are held inother societies for the purpose of 
eliciting the opinions and wishes of &e indmda^l msnsbers of the so* 
idety ssad of the Christian commumty, to whoselgood wishes the ^ooi* 
#fcy/<w®5 its esastence, seem not t& have been desired^. And it is 
«S3!j till mthin the last three years that any provision has- beea 
i^sM £ rhoMmg thorn. Then, at the first meeting, §, Conimitt^e was 
■&ppemi^ t^inirestig^and report; at the second their report 
■$^plj$f^-mt^ th^ Somety took a st«»p in advance; and at the> third 
1^ «gain» A thing which evidently cnuld never havs 

fl^9 Gse@pt thd oncers ^ Uie Society more directly eoa* 
Il#ts4 mtit Its 8sani»gemenl than others deemed it imj^rtant to im* 
^Ir.mm polissy upon it» Bsu in doing this they will alwi&ys 
■hm^'f^mlh^ ©d^snfagiss, evm though they eonSfio their eSbrte 
■w'l^ the: Umits -oiMis. Constsiatlori,-. .M: longjib^reforo,- m~ the 
'^ts^sm:: V ^m3t>Ton$ prefercneos, aad;nis i3m=s^vmMgm'''Qi 
-''^^sm- '0$M'^utmdm^-md ■ tfe§, ' l^iety't p?ss% .t0| -opfore©-- :&m 



r 



^i&slsTCfjv ■ ^Ihis'was thsk -poifey before tBe so^iety'iaet©|:isp6a;' 
questioB, ilj haa been i!ii©i^ ^licy smcs, ia i^oilleM td tliat 
nm it is so a vote 'at aE 



^ttS will be lesutoeS by aecestfeimBg the ehW it sets isjp. 
d^iif^tli&t^Boclet^ybkviQg turned t^^^^ of ^fs^ 

motiQg vitaS g&^mi^gs and soimd moraHty^'' and 'eapieoisiny^^ if ^^' 
atlling npoQ the ctiiirclies Id aiiiist in doiiig this, Ooglit to^> foi« 
warfi in ths dear li^t <^ God'a word and educate the j^VKo ^j^ 
meoce. It is not to watch the sentiment of the ootiniitiB^^^^ 
eraSim to if; ispcm mf miml qGestioQ, nor is it to be silei^Bied by 
it^ but it ^ ta strive to bmig it «ip to the staiidard of the Gcsi*^ 
If ^i<e ^ a etrcmg smd gmwing tendescy to break away from>^ !^ 
^Hsdard and to bang in aether, with its tmin of evils^ it slioiiiil' 
eiideav^, wit& a prpin^tse&3 imd decis^ pst^Fttonate to the eysl 
tiireatesed^ ts> peQwettt it. Ih h not desired that the Sotnet^ liEl' 
doing i&is, ghoMS beeorse ^kinpeiimc^ Soeie^^ an anti-^uiblbg 
Sedety, no? an anii-slave^y Society-. It is mraply desired that il 
diotsild pn^e ltd ap^piiate w<^k | a part of which ie to utter its 
pi«ot@st snd amy i£& Iv^mam agait^st slii ; to do it Simlyt but 
. Mmd!yy aiid wi&isi pn3iK)Sd tomheits -i^ ■ 
: Every piteipk tmst be defended o^ contended for fc somb 
ap^lm^m ; md the appltcation which the principle hap^ 
peBS to have at presQnt, is to the subject of 8lavefy; C^ 
qi^n%/in so far as the Society at 3Sew York- ro^isea to apply itim' 
U coimecd€^j in*8^ 

priaeipb' bas^i&'ititicb'l&i'geK^Sipple^^QnVit'&i^lies^^^ 
:i^at of^^iaofal eA. And if not carried Bucceasftlly her$', il 

te^to be^ conteiiM^riiti^ome' other ap^UeatioQ. ' '-J^h^'-G^. 
^''lk0-Bsct&Mes'^- Ibe'^Sc^ty, and''-othem'-s|inpgUiisti£g^->^ 
feissi to tws yem^ aacej itt this dtyy ftad% adtaitt^^ that/ 
^^sM' ^i® • '• of ardent-, spirited' aisd' ^ 'daridtlg, fend'-'tBo; nMti^^ 
m^- --^^g-ef '-^td^iwH^)^ Slid- other --cvilsv- gel-|nto th& '■^hiirch^- tQ--%'& 



■ lep&ffi tli©tp!fisicipla- the, 3pcjetj^. acta ;.iap)a '\^ritli;.ref$sFeDce..t(), fsls?' 
VQTji it •woa!?i_ . be; obliged , [tp bp . pjlettfc... is slavery. the oaljr.. 
f t]iafc is ^iviog bpid, and that wl8|ves to l?e let alone ? ; • > 

Here, then, we have the , two prindples side: hv sido,Trr-thp; one 
ths Society is acting upon, and tht; on© that it is ci?amed it should 
aot upon, • Acting' upon tlj^e latter, the Society stands in iipd*3 
own strength. It becomes a great , moral power in the world if 
goes before, and Ze<5<fe men, not only to, Christ, hat: into thp higher 

■ walks of " vital godliness .and sound morality." Acting upen, th^ 
0thep5.it 4pes not load, but is led. It goes.up or goes down on the 
^ale of mpmlity, just as the . community goes up or down. Hav- 
ing but little power to p-event apostasy, it shows great facility in. 
e^orming to it. 

Before leaving this point, however, it is necessary to correct a 
m<8&pprehen:?ion. These speeches and the published remarks of 
Que of the Secretjiiies have led some to think that the movement 
i5,a designed attack upon the Society at NeW; York. " That such 
is the object,-— to diminish its receipt, embarrass its operations, and 
curtail the circulation of its books, is, to my apprehension, w.rit^ 
ten in numerous publications and speeches with the clearness of a 
sunbeam." -r- Speeches, p. 17. " He . (Secretary Eastman, re- 
ported at New ilaven) dwelt emphadcally upon its (the Society's) 
benevoient plans and .purposes in carrying the Gospel to the destir 
tuto of oar own and other lands,, and contrasted its. operations in 
strong. language with the principles, recently .aimounced, that the 
great work of this Society should be given :up, because 'it doea 
not pay' as well as other kindred insUtutions." . - 

,. . W© regret that, the venemble judge should haife seen, in ^ihisr 
JKovement, delibemte and prayerful, and entered into tnly 
from, a sei^e of necessity, nothing but an unholy passion. • 
"Wonder that his own consciousness of rectitude did not prompt him 
to attribute a good intention, at least, to others. The imputation 
of anchristian feelings by those at the Tract House has been cforn- 
Bjofli and thei-e, consequently, we expected to be ;miaundeK3tood>' 
It 'WIS 80' when their policy of matUating books was discussed;; 
The editors who took part in it had- to encounter, tMeir 'dispieasu^^^ 
Bo wlm tb^ jpg-tt^F of SiianRa^^ .y^h^n it was 




If 8. Bj/'stem of ke«5ping the a^coutiis and ra^Hitig j 
be adopted that woaM pi^Vent misdudeiBtaiDdGhg,'! 
repeated it, that fchese persons would not be Baiasfied^* |f ^^t^^^ 
cording aagel kept ihe accounts,"* Wlieii it is asked,"bj<«ie^!^^ 
careful comparisoii of thei London Society's s^Btem of o^ra^o^ 
with that at iNiew *York entitles him to a s'espaciM heasmg^^^^^^^ 
more economical and better method of ^oiisg the Societ^^a worl; 
cannot be adopted, he is charged with an iriteiniaon of giving iip 
the work because ifc does riot pay.'* And Just now a tiact is^ 
Bent out from the Tract House upon the irr^ortance hf eot^Mi^^h^ ^ 
if this movement was desired to put an end to the circida^^& o?^ , 
religious tracti arid books, and the woik df idsldng front hpuiSe to'' 

house.' ■ ' ' ' ' ' i'. '' ■ 'ii/i 

But while we feel the injustice of this, and have been led iriorlt ; 
than ever before to feel' the need the Society has of holdin^^ large 
public meetings for discussing its interests, such as the/^meifibaiJ \ 
Board holds, we have no quarrel with the Spciefrf . We lyil 8tud|'' 
the past and take lessons from it. We shall exao^i^ ca^^lbily 
economy and efficiency of different modes of lal)or,: and^^^ 
cmmend adopting the best. We shall eepeci^ly urge jk^&si. thcfee j 
with whom we eo-operate a careM regard to' tiie wishes of tW j,; 
great constituency ; also, that they open all the a&airs of the ^'/j ■ 




ciety to a full and free discussion, on the principle ^t the «;uim3ntst« ; ^ 



■who support -our benevolent institutions shorild breathe into theris; 
their own enterprise and progress, «\nd give/to thepi jfche bene^ts^M 
of theur combined wisdom. But in doing tiiis we haw no jnt^rifeiir^ 
of injuring another society,' except as a determined opposii^ij i6|{si^' / I 
objectionable policy, wiU necessarily do it. The great^ aa^^^ / 
we might alpaost say, the only object in ^ew in tills movement/is 't^v 
build up a system of trabt operations,' i&at wiU laiskQTijo (Mk 
in favor of ain^. And if, as the result of this; the opposite 

- ■ ' ^ / , '1''^'-^ 

*Seoretaiy EnBtmaa says, [Independent, AprH 2ijl that tl» Tract refeii^ 
writtgn wlth<mt conBuitation \v?th the SeorotOFies, and without the kno^y^^^ .of ; 
eitlisr of Ul^bi. He is eatitled to the benefit of thb, t&op^ &0 Tmpfc ha9 %fen si 
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di&wnt tijnss -with tjidr evident gpprobatioai ■, ;■'>.'■ ; v , ' '"'''lil 




we bI^II,]^©:^^^^ appear what it really is. 

. .1 ^ ^^^Ij; ^ppn these tv70 topics for th© purpose of 
1^ the t^o, policies, the one at New York, and &e one 
I, in contrast. If tibere is a difference of opimon in the Ohris^ 
min^s of New England upon the subject, we think it is owing 
^^Sy to Of wa^t of, definiteness in their concapHons. Partly they 
d^o aot'.^ndere the petition of the Society at Now York, and 
p^ly^ not %e movement in opposition to it. They do not disiin- 
gi&n Ijetwaen contendia^ and dangerous 

i<^c^, Mid contan^ing against; me^^^^ The latter we entirely dis- 
0|alio, except as it Is incidental. We respect, highly, many of thie 
iBOn with whom we find ourselves at difference ; and concede to 
Hkprn, generally the same conscientious regard to duty that we 
clMjDDtfpr ourgeives, The difference between us, so we hope, at 
!e!^3^ iiotthat 6ne wishes to do his duty, and another docs not, but 
it If as to what^ is duty. And here, through various oiroumstances 
th%t naturally influence, yet not justify their course, we think 
they rhave culpably, erred. We adopt, therefore, the example 
reepmmended to us by the apostle. Paul thought one thing to be 
l?g^t and Peter, with a natural timidity that would affect j in a 
s^easure, opinion, thought another right ; at least, so he acted, 
**For," sayS: Paul, "before that certain came from Ja,mes he did 
©at "witix th^ CrentUes ; but when they were come he withdrew, 
and sepsuratied himself, fearing them which were of the circumeis-. 
ion- ; " aiid, says ^Paulj *^ I withstood Mm to the face^ for ha. wa& to 
he hlaw^* ^ 

• And so, too,, with us. When those at the South, whatever be 
"tji6 reaaqioi, endeavor to ingraft upon Christianity the abomjnatiiona 
oif filavexy^e must ih^; &r " ths^f are to he hlamed^^ 

And if a great society^ whose province it is to show them the in- 
iqmiy of such a course, says nothing, deeix^ it, indeed, less impoir- 
tant than to instrsct them as to the immorality of dancing and 
i^g tobacco, thus eneoura^ng tho sin, we must withstand i^ag. 
feo." Fosr it is doing a great evil 5 it isl brsakjcg d^>wn the dSstmc- 
tloa^ between right md wrong, demor^isaJig the. consclenoe, asd 
i^feparaig Ilie way for a fatal defe^SfiOB in Christaaji prac^oo^ We 
^e po'ataon, therefore, con^enliously and confidenily> and 



n 




^^Qht the clnfifcliea wH! * 
tig, then, ! 

•To-t5ie,spQeche&,4esigaed . .^'k,' ^■..-.:'y.-: 

Having given these spee^es acarefal e^taiaatioii, and eyei^w^^ 
ing to agree Tjherever we can with bt^toeh whom so lii^ly V©^^^ 
8pect,-«-two of them are highly^steeined members of thct ehiiisj^ 
•»-*w0 are nevertheless .compelled to say thatuweeee notlnag ib , 
speeches calculated to produce the efifeot intended. Thejc ias© 
wholly inadequate: to the pnri»se. >u rC;; M 

The things that generally combine to make a speeuh effec^V^ 
are especiaUy four: The standing and reputation of the epeafe^ 
the arguments presented, the sincerity and eaniestQiBgS;€?in8e3v 
and the hard things said, if not earned too far, against |he €^pp&» 
nent. We shall be led, then, to speak of each «f these 
The lasii, however, for we are sorry to see that aei&cr.!^; 
speeches is without this element, and in one it is Jfiie staple^ ii» 
pass over hastily. Such tilings contribute notMng in th^^"^^ 
©liciting truth. If they are statements of ficts, welt; bat if ^^i. 
are inferences and assumptions, they excite a suspicipn of w^^fis^ 
in the cause. If one of the speakeiB wished to ^ve sis pa«i said 
grief, we are frank to admit that he sacceedec* ; for the^^pa^; 
tioB of tmchristiau motives always does this, even thou^ w&;«Hoi^d^ 
feel the man is ^mchristian who makes thes3ii;^d even itljiOts^^? 
too, his mode of argument should .show a want of a hi^ senSse^iSf 
Christian integrity in himself. Still, that 'christians Imh their 
motives impeached, and have to encounter trials, is no mdsak^f--, 
th^ shodd not go forward ia &e path of dnty* . J/ 'l i 

So, tc^v we; pass ovor the iaattejp of siucerity isad ^tnoJi^e^ |^ 
the speakess evinced both. They sincsroly aad eam^%^i^ 
arrest any movemeat agaanst the policy of the Americsa -Siygsgt^Sfei ■ 
ci^ty, ISm York. Btit instead of ajcresting^^ig ko^diMBil^ '^f 
should only stimulate to renewed, eara^sfeaess that We nsay ^ettstbi' ' 
Ifeh a. better and fe scriptural pojioyv > Th^-]ehi£iB^vh' -m^ 
speeches, then,- that arb to- arrest this :m0v«iB'Qnt,'if ;thie^;8s<6j 
ifeat aM,-are-the-two-menti(med:fisSfe^.-.' ;.;;y ^ 



■:\:.Z$pQm^mM^^ /it/ was Qvidestly .©spected. by the Secretane^,.-.- 

- «f §0ei0ty Hew Yorlc, md Qihem^hi^hmemlQu^B^d^em-' 
I: '_^}: Q^i^^^'^'-^^m^ ' Me. BtM intersstMig, themselves^ in . circulating tbe 

: isi^eohes, that this considemj^on wwM ^xert an inipoitot ibSu- 
Aad, BO doiibfe, since the world is ruled to a great extent 
%4^^0nfey J soinethi^^^ ' Some have 

|>gcM>lj femd, that,, " It sach men support the Society at N0W . 
"SiH&s especially saeh m Judge WilHaoia, it is -woytbjr of every 

„ ms$)*n ss^pori! ; aay movament in opposition to it is unealkd for 
^ pss3fei^ tfesy have ^id, "wrong," too. But thia js^ an argu- 
jseat tisat ^an be used both ways. For, is coy greater laoral wortlft 
/ ^ .fes;j^6rilKited tothese men than to Chief Justice Homblower, 
i*s^ Ji^gd JessQp, amd; Henry Hill^ iSsq., not- to mention others' 

; iskj. em^y: differ fircm them ? Js it suppoced that they have 
wxm lo^ucal ability, and are more disorimin&tiog than President 
WiSky^Qid Qod Judge StoFret who> are upon the other side? 

agcuba, ia not tiieb Joiaencct comite 
^^^Sm f Is it QOtMng :th^t .every apolo^t fof the extension of 
^^2y,:by liloodshed and .sQsirdev,,«v3n, that every <me who re* 
j«^i8 in the ,i«vival of the dave trader, that every one who ridi* 
Cisles a iiigher law^ and who laughs at the thought of being con-* 
ii^tloas kk tl^esemattersv i& it nothing that all these are upon th^ 
sJ58is© ^d9 f «r© they found side by side with sidb mem upon other 
iswirsi ^qjis&stiqns, ;apon the sssl^ect of. temperance, and pmbling^ 

■ . fo^in^tanee ? And does it not excite the suspicim that they have? 

• Jia these gentlemen, Jho^s ever, widely known and highly r6-^ 
£^Ss^ Ijave givea their pennisjMon, to this use of their naiaiiesy t&e 
@od®f^ at Hew York is onlitied to the advantage- of , it. StiW^ 
Im^WTf lisfci %<dj ^vea their jsSiaeaoe to the athej. side, it would 
!^Y©„emki^ surpriaey «K^pt as, wo t^e into account theiir se>^ 
' lafci" I9;ti8.e Society ; for it would have seemed saore m accordaa$ft 
iiieir usual hsbils of thoa^t amd feeling. Bufe another im- 
|)<!^taiQt ciH^eratioa, which Is not suiSeieatjy (Jiosi^t ofi in such. 
■ 'CSTO^sfeas,^ l^-.whesii men ^ve opinlcma with .the-.«f?as^?^.for; 

■ ^^k&mMgf^^Ui we @e@ i^&iQg. m^thQ ar^iJ^ats pr watsd to .ay- ' 



iQ -ii . 

shmhaigthvA ikQVQ-h Bd^'^ecessity for iti ■ Bat;.^ei^.l3 &'«©m , 
0»s and jBSupstaMe" diScwltf ■ to hQ met* *Xb©' Sciclstf , M-s&g 
©ipsed the mpooaibiUtj of " pyomo^iig vital godlinsSss siad ;eo5si 
mord%/' bas obUgated iiaeirto 4 ceiMn ccmrse 6f action J i ei^" 
to hold up the wfeolo ataadafd adopted, if it is ism© tbafc lnslude^ ' 
and takes in othm standards^ 'gs th@ heatbeb; fof 'mste&cef mtli ll^ 
polygamy and casto, and tho funeral pile ; and the worldly stand* 
ard, with ltd l^e of pleasure, including inteaiperanca md Keen* 
tsousness; and its lo7® of unjust gain, witb tl^ slav® trddo 'and a 
system of nnpmd labor, then it must say eo, and 1®!; tlie world 
kotow what its standard is. But if , on the other hsmd^ it is ths 
Bible stsmdard, it must hold this ^p, alsof&nd shoir its appHca^ 
tion^; and insist upon obedience to it. It must di^ds the mird, not 
as men wish, but aa it finds God'a laws neglested. It assumes ra 
bo " God's mouth " and to speak in his stead ; it has^ thorafoJfO^ 
no choice, but it is to apply the truths of the Bible to every form of 
social or-individual life it comes in contact withi - ' 

It was the adoption of this course^ and the applicaiaon of 6<^^8 
laws to the whole condttot and civil relatioi^ of tilie Jews that di&* 
tangoished, in part, the true and the false prophets. Prophesy t;? 
us smooth things, the people said; and the reply of the true 
prophet invariably waa, What tlio Lord hath said, that must 
attert It was the coiu^' adopted by Chnsfc and his Apostles. 
AU the sins that lay in the patli of their daily lives, they rebuked 
wifeout distinction ; fchoii^ t&o jpeasims fcer silence wers> m 
some cases, could they have foreseen the ccnsequeneesf as skcmg 
as the Idve of life. It wss pu£p(^ of Hie Saviour tibat ^ 
GiQ^pel should bo presented witliout any compscsmso, that sug^sti 
ed hsmj doubtless, to say, " if they pe^secutza yeii in one idty, 
Seo'-int^ Another." - It ia the'courg© thai the lf@w:..-EHigland;aai^' 
fey has always adopted aad regarded eesen^l to Obsi^^ ideKiyj 
and; acting upon it, it has beesi signaEy Mes^sed. Br. HopkiBS, at 
Hewporfe, met a flotmsMiig dave #ade, amd droyo iv oat of & 
CHiureh and 0^ &om the Isl^di Br* Beeeher ^dle!3 ^9 detei 
intemperc^ce, when nearly stety o&er consdeac® w®s, slambeili^gj 
and when the-e'vil wss' feeiag chieiishsd -in &a tery hmma-ki '^b' 
. Cbarohv ' • And wSiat is still mor© t6 -th& 'pBsposo ia thfe coaiseeiim^' 




■•.^^isbv^g tliQ^seas^i-of «ibl||atlftti ti^^ lias hmn in thQ'-^&akty to 
llifeeoilss&j-.it is^tii© pmcipB^'that' the Tr&et-lSodeii/ i^^el^ 
'd^ptedmd--1xm upoa, except aa has broken down iipdii 
-tliis;:oa©-:pdmtv'':te plsas, h^^'beefi to' Issao tracts desigaed 'to 
cbavsao©, to^iHustrstt©- the |tlaK of salvation thmagls 
b, thg iiatesre o€ faitli afid repeutsiiee, *o 'asafold tiie con- 
trathi of the Bibi6 ; an exhibition of the Cbapel sttitttbid 
td iSl olaisses aiid times, and to all parts of the world. And then, 
mor«ovep, evidently deeming this but a part of its duty 51 it has 
brought the claims of the Gospel dowa'^ to parttoular casesj telling 
%hat it reqmre8„ia speci*M illations and i» regard to certain exists 
mg hsihii»; iiiereby shcv,mg what is the law of morality, in dis> 
tmotion isom what is the law of ein and custom. It has done this 
hi - re^rcnoe to mtemperance, and gambling, and theater'-going,' 
.tmd other evils. Whenever these evils have come rushing in like 
upon us, ?t has lifted wp the standard of the Lord against 



Here then is the diffienlty. The principle being one that 
ni^tlier a prophet, isor an spostle, nor the New England ministry 
gene£^y,^nor o^mi^Otnaries, it may be added, too,~>-hav6 dareil 
disobey, nof 'the* Society itself, coccept in this ono particular^ 
•wh&t is to excuse it here ? What right has it to make a disiine- 
^on inmns? Ws corns then to the argmneni^. 
. It will be seen that the point to be met is such, that those ^lio 
wotsld justs^ the Society, msiat show tbst ithas no reBponiBilit^ upofe 
esl^^ct ; that, cd&oi:^ it assmned a responsibility wluch obll^ 
^te« i^ in the Tsiy words used^ to publish Y/ith reference to the 
©sSs nsd vicsff «f daTC^ as Ik docs with refereaes to other evils, 
•ye%^ scjmfi rmca or other, it fisds ifeelf at length wholly tmablo 
to 1^ i^. It'k Bofe a qi3@s^(m of %hat 'm rigU simply, ini the mtm 
i^feitsd t© ia OE0 of the epeechss ; i. e., a esse where it is 5%^^ 
J& a isHjg,^asid eqnaliy ngM mt to do it j bet it is a question of 
i^U^0mu Th& Sodsly goes South for %e psirpose of promoting 
gt^di^e^ ^d. sound mordlty ; iMs is its abBOuneement* ' it 
thsBsf^kse^ esp^snd aad enforce il3 Btantol« ^hs poiBt of 
-■^•fe ^^ssmx^s'^^^^f 5^ €^fdeT to h& B&cQemM, mmb be' -to" show 
iistj.iMiii^ th© 'Society lioaestly assKised-this wdrk sad meant- to' 
d0 i% it smmBkm Imis itsslf all at 'oaco mcapacitaled fo^ it '^-it-hm 




. - Atd , thh }B ■ wba-t . Is -.^ittomptecl. . ^.^ Sia^eFf is : a iarabje.et . Bfi^p 
^hish good-msn .differ. in. ;"ppimoii ^]^m i^atij ■ point?/* sa^.^a^^Qif 
t|i© speakers ; re&mag ©videiatly to a claasa in popstite.%a,^f 
t!ie,- ,SQciety, vis., it is to do.ite.vork by_t!i©; "'"^firsslatloK of; i^H-^' 
^pas tracts calculated to i*0C©lv0 tb© 8ppFobati0ji of all 
^hrist^ana.'*" The Society wjcpt publish, thejrefojS'es apoii ! 
as upoa other evils, is the argmnont, beeaHSO^ thei* bemg a di^^r^ 
onca of Opinion among good, men aa to many points respecting it:, 
tJ;io constitution lijaita it. Bt^it limits it to what ?> . . , , 

The kaguag© i? very happily chosen. , Hs^d! ii been to .teu;!^ 
reeming approbaiion of dl evangelical Chiistapis, so aoany par^ 
living, tJirough ignorance and temptation^ in the noglec^ pf dnfrjr 
or in the practice of v/hat others regard gi^ater lei^ immpiK#? 
ties, that, the Society could have made almpat no progress j^t dll^ 
It could never have touched many of the. iM)infca upon Trbieh^ jfe i^ 
is, it has done essential service. It must have been amply a bliijd 
follower of hup^Oin iuiperfections and pMsions, with no power , to 
prevent &e most alarming declensions. But whatever, thrra^ 
ignorance and temptatioK,.mayhe the priesent life of 9ny Ohmtian^ 
^ere is always a principle in him that responds to the tmth. ; Shpw^^ 
him thj^t it is a part of th^ ^th of God^ and it is palculsited " 
to receive his. approbation. This is oar hold upon Mmj ai^d we caa 
lift him higher and higher. Happily, thereforOj-the cojis^ttt€oa 
has just thi3 word}. " Tracts caleml<sis& to receive &e approbatioa 
of: ail evangelic^ Ghristians;" i. e., tracfe having the sprntoi^h^ 
Bible; and exhibitiag the rsfzii?'ra«;?te of th^ BMe. ,4^d8nck 
are those upon the duties growing out of the esistence of B|a?e?yj 
and. apon J&e evils of it. For. when the Society waa formed. 
Oh^istijais^ to some extent, were writing and clrculstimg them. 
And sevea yeajf^ aftep the formaUon of the Spcie^a oral, and 
newspaper, and pamphlet discussions, upon these and Mndrjsd sub^ 
Jects, occupied the pubUo of Virginia for a whole ; season, 
well-nigh resvdtnxg in emandpa&n iB the Bt^te,^ 
. And that there was, ro insupemble diScultgr in ^ 
00^1 in th^te speciSc amnaer, isi infojfi'ed idso^^fift ^e jeola^^ 
€oa of the Esecutava Committee j soon alter the forjsjiif^oa of l^e, 
Society.: B. is obvious," :es!d, &e : €o9«nitteey"'^o?<@KitaIa^g; tfe®' 
€liuKhes ijpon the or^jjskata.of E-Hafi®!!! M^i^^y-^^'fh4i^i 





<}|j||^ (C^cj^%; in foxuiiiig a 'fraet Spmety -ajion tlie$e eplayged prin- 
■islpkS^ii^SS in t!i0 <|i)b^*?ja? e^sy^ac^er of tlie tracts to b© circjidated/' 
r;^Sii0Scttlt7 iti appljiag tho Oospel to practical life, and ia 
ig of certain' siiis, it aeeKis, then, was not expected j uor, 
^dcofdiiig to tbisj wsis it eiseountered. The word "doctrinal" had 
specific meaning. It wiia k matter that excited a great deal bf 
sp^citude; aBd when it walB found that the difficulty cooid he over- 
Vomo, and the Ghuj'ches could un|te on a common basis, it was a 
iMtterof earnest congratulation. But as to slavery, there was 
bhif one doctrine at the time prevalent, and that was, that it was a 
and moM evil J and s6 it was always spoken of. And 
I, we have: the testimony of the Committee of Fifteen to 
poifitj wMeh is, that the Sbeiefey nijt only m» but thiat it ougM, to 
publish upon these subjects ; that is, in the opinion of this Coni- 
mitt^e Such tracts are " (?a?eji?a?e<i to receive the approbation of all 
evangelical Ohriatiana." Add to this, too, that their opinion 
comes to us recfiimmended by the Society itself, by a " unanimous" 
adoption of it as its 6wn ; so that, unless the vote adopting the 
resdlution of the Committee has been rescinded, as some cladm 
that it has not, it stands recorded to-day fiat, in the opinion of thb 
Swiety, it can mi^ - ought to publish upon these subjects, Thie 
argument drawn from a supposed fiimtation is evidently, then, not 
admissible. Arid indeed it has always sebmed to us disingenuous 
to tirge it ; for while the officers of the Society have saidj "Do not 
press us to pubUsh upon these subjeots, we cannot do it, w^ are 
Hmited," they liave alsio said, *F An fesamination of our tracts and 
books will show that we iJaue published upon the 

Another arguineat presented, as bearing npoB this point, is tins: 
"To pubhisli upon the subject (slavery) would be contrary to all 
the rules Md down by those who mtly conducted the a^rs of the 
Society."'/ ' ■ - ■ ■ ■ ' v-'.. 

The force of the arguKierit is thfe: Those: who had the early 
management of the affairs of the Society probably understood the 
spirit and ana oi the Gcmstaituiiba, And, hetoce the infereiice is, 
if &ey were eslbnfc upon thfe dufaes' masters $ad the evils and 
vices df slatery, it yr&a because it was understood that these siib-' 
} were escluded. Their bourse is be redded as their i^- 
tidn of their Suty tirideic" thei Goastatution. ^ut here we 




uvQ kqiiMed ag^B with, tlia,t conatotlj MeBra^Ilg.Cl^^^■feoa,■sem«»^ 
kmQS settled'in on© way, som9t3IK8s\i»:aaotl!ep;^■;^. e*^^^^ 
the Society, or has it not, published iipon skverj ; If-ife tos;^; 
is claimed^ then tha course of the early raanageiij of %e fc^^ 
in favor of domg it now^ But a^in,^hether i^has or has aot^^^^ 
is evident that the early managers of the Society auopi^d i^o pmk-n 
ciple of applying the gospel toparticularsinB. It is pnjy oarrylisg,^!? 
their principle, therefore,,to go forward and apply it to the sins of 
slavery. And it is quite possible that the early managers oaglit.% 
have done this themselves. And, no doubt, if they had dpn© it,f 
taihed, as they would have been by tho then recent mstion ot ^^^ 
general Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, ^hose instracto 
upon these pomts did "receive the approbation of all evan^li^ 
Christians," the tracts would have been acceptable eyerywh^. 
But a ^dolent agitation <K)mmencing, soon after the Society was 
formed, upon the question of remoraotg slavery, on the one .hand by 
a gradual colomzation, and on the other by immediats an^ uncon- 
ditional abolition, as in the West IncUes, the officers endeavored ;iiO 
steer clear of it. And in doing it, they gave ' up the c»m*^» 
ground, .always maintained by the churches of the North, and, ^ 
recently, by the churches South. But whether they did so because 
they thought the Constitution required it is not so evident. This ev- 
idence is rather the other way ; it is, that for the first few years of 
the Society, such tracts as it is no«7 asked to publish would have 
been acceptable both North and South. Andrmoreover, it is to be 
borne in mind, m attempting to determine the force of this argu- 
ment, that those who early conducted, the affairs of the Society, ^ 
and who, in pubUe opinion, have been instrumental in introducing 
^nd fixing its present policy, not even consulting thei^hurche?,. are 
conducting them now*. ' « 

The appeal is therefore without force. The Society itself has 
never calmly, and seriously, and unanimously pronounced its opin- 
ion upon the matter but once. And then it said, the duties of ma^ 
ters and the evils and vices of slavery, are subjects th»t cffifj and 
ought to . be discussed. The claim of a constitutional limitation^ 
then, cannot be admittetl. There is no difference of opinion uppn 
the subjects connected with slavery, greater than there is with 
reference to other evils. If therefore the Society can publish upon 



^i^yit'caa'aad ougMt^piiib^ m'^ ife is a plain yiof 

E^oss <>? pniioipl© to r^t'oao to dosov It-ia presuming to do tlie work 
, i!^ l^jsaoSag vita! godliness, and sound Baorality in an unscnp- 
feis^' J Bofr magmfyihg, - but degrading the lavr., need 
iB'Sbcietif therefore conducted on entirely different principles, one 
tfeM lyiH bow the knee to no power but to God* 
' ffe© Sremiumng arg^ might properly, be passed over- 
lay' 'Bave&onece&sary connectioti' w5th the subject. Still, how* 
ewi", syg tiiey have '4 popular effect wpon persona not bearing in 
iHiud-tho particular point at issue, we give tliem a passing notice. 
^^<^'« !Fh€i subject (slavery) issuffic'ently cared for by one or more 
(toj Societies that hare specially taken it' in charge," says one 
of -*^e judges. But so also has the subject of temperance been 
«|5ec!ally iien"i6 charge by other Societies ; and if it is not a 
goodr ^eas^ for silence in this case, why is it in the other ? 
~ Th^ argument drawn from the opinion of the '^Committee of 
Kfleea,'- another argument urged: viz., the Society is worthy of 
confidence, becanse tins committee, having carefully investigated 
its matters, says that it is doing a good work and no part of it can 
be safeiy curtjaied, utt-?rly falls short of the point. And here we 
include too, as apart of the; same argument, the considerations that 
the Society was organized hy good men, is svstained hy good mm, 
'•(y^ wish some of the. good men quoted in these speeches had been 
'^owed to speak fdr themselves, to tell not only what they once 
thought, bat what they nm think of the Society,) and is daing 
■godd, • A!i tins hsts nothing to do with the case. The question is, is 
it right for the Tract Society, when it comes in conflict with certain 
ess^ to do nothing positively, as it does in other cases, to apply 
the laws of God. Who organized the Society, who sustains it, 
aaid what good it is doing, is not the question at all. It is a kind 
of argument that in qnesiions of right and wrong, conscientious 
men are aot wont to rely npoBi Suppose we try it in another case. 
Is it ri^fe, for instance, for the College at daicbridge- to deny 
divinity of Christ? The reply is, It was founded by good 
wa. But what <^ that? Again, Is it righ^i to carry on the 
slave tr^e? Supposing oureelves living in the time of /Wilber- 
foree, the reply- is, ^lany good men support' it. But. what of 
that? A^ia, Ib it right for men to be broughtjto thek* death as 
Christ was? Great good resulted from it, we are told. . And 



yefe, wliat progress have we made? A college has sfdjastsi 
"Christi'siiudyet gocMi m&tifffmckdit. ■ ; A '^'S'^® ^^^^ ep$-i%f^'OU 
ihvLt is accui"3e<i of God ahd^ men, and yet- goad iQen m^iMedM. 
Judaa has betrayed Ohrist, asid.^tylcfead hands hm& omoified ;!ilpiy 
iand yet great good copies froTti it. Bwifc what has ,# ,4lii^ ^ttl^^? 
What, except that good men sometimes begin a w<»1^^^! a^i^|^ 
fail to carry it out : also that good, men -have siippoFted -.mM!^- 
13 afteifWards regarded -^frong; andvtliat greatrwron^ niSiy -1^ 
attended with great good? > We do iii»Ctheit like the argurnQst. 
And yet, it is trae, it is not mthout some degree, of propnal^. 
Aad perhaps in regard to the opinion of the committee, it is jespe- 
ciadly appropriate ; for the committee represents a Wgh type,- both 
of talent and piety, and it wa& appointed to ^ve this matter a caxe* 
ful examination. , . , ;\ 

But then, taking this view of it, the argament is in favor of Uie 
movement, for it is carrying out what the comflalttee. says .the 
Society ought to doi And the method by wMch the .gtidge attempts.,, 
to extri'jate himself from this difficulty does not h»|p ^e B^Ai0r^ 
He begins with one argament, and ends with anothet^^x .He calla in 
the committee and lets it testify to a certain extent, and &en rofoles 
to hear it beyond that. He Iets.it testify as to what the. : Society 
has done, but rejects its testimony the moment it tells whaiitou^t 
to do. Respect the opinion of the committee, and. do not respect 
it, is the argument. Confide in the Society for what the commt> 
tee says it has done, and when it refuses to do what the comaiittee 
says it ott^/i* to do^ confide in it for ita own wisdom. So ifiiat 
we have made no progress. ' We come back to the original ques- 
tion. What ground of confidence have we in the Society? If 
we take the opinion of the committee, as we are at first advised to 
do, the Society is culpabloj for that is the opinion of the committee 
to-day. If we do not take it, tiien the only ground of confidence 
we have is, that at a very boisterous meeting, got up in a peculiar 
way^ the Society decided toadopt the policy of its q^era, rather 
than, that recommended by the committee, and adopted, the year 
before, calmly and unanimously, by the Society. 

Another argument presented, is that there are practical difficul- 
ties in the way. It is asked, for instance, If the Society be^ns 
to pubhph, where shall.it stop, what shall- it teaich ?" But this is as 



■ ^^^^''^B' aifgiiment in fawr of ptiMisMag, m fbr jaot "pnbliBluiig. 
!Fo?| if tbo Society begins to make ^ di%tmctionm mis^ where is 
it tqjetop? Bhall it rebuke das in Amsrica, or onlj ihoae in 
Algiers? Shall it publish against exisiang sins, or only against 
tKcjse of former generations? Agdnst those that are most popular 
ESd proStable, and that aire therefore committed extensively, or 
miy against those that are seldom committed ? There are difficul- 
tieB connected with all our duties, and if we refuse for this reason- 
to do them we shall soon do nothing. But the man who t^es np 
on© dnty after another with st manly p-arpose will grow sfepGng. 
He will find that difficulties are an important means of develope- 
ment, both in virtue and in strength of mind. 

Again, it is said that " the matter is intimately connected with 
the Politics of the country." And ao is the subject of temperance 
also. But as this does not excuse the Society in keeping sHent in 

latter case, why should it in the former? No objection is • 
made, if we understand it, to bringmg reli^on into politics ; but 
only to bringing politics into reli^on: religion is to go everywhere, 
and pervade everythmgy this is its province. At the same time, 
however, those aspects of the subject that are simply political, and 
not moral, the Society is not asked to notice. 

It is said too, that not to publish against slavery is " no approval 
of it.". But this is a position, that for a Christian or Christian 
institution, the peculiarity of whose reli^on is that it. is wholly 
aggressive, is especially obnoxious. The ourae pronounced against 
Meroz was because the people " came not up to the help of 
the Lord against the nughty they simply did nothing. The sen- 
tence " Depart, ye cursed," is pronounced against those who da 
TiQt ; who see others in v/ant and do not feed, and clothe, and help 
them. If two forces are struggling upon our threshold, one to lay 
T7asto, and the other to defend and* protect our property and family, 
ZB we estimate things, the neighbor who refuses to assist the latte:? 
is implicated with the former. And on the same principle, when 
the warfare between Christianity and sio grows fierce, not to resist 
th© sin, is to help it. 

Aaothor, and a. sufiScient answer to this argument is, that it 
wmts m endorsement. It is not a prijiciple that the venerable 
Judge has been wont to act upon. One of the, jfirst steps in the 



aggressive march of Blaveij was to demaR(l new temtbry , mjulfciBi;/' 
ia tbo "Missoiiri. ComproOTS^." And .tJie cifetl^ml^f H^fcfor^ 
came together to inak& a protest. They voted tliat a rer^ojast^cktd^ 
be prepared and forwarded to the Senate and /Ho\iae of Rep^ese^ 
tatives, and that Judge Williams and tlie Rev. Mr. Oallaudet ibe 
the Committee to prepare it. And here we find the venerak© 
Judge writing as follo^q : " We deprecate the diffusion of the 
slaveholding spirit, so hostile, tc^ the temper of that religioii which , is 
at once the brightest ornament and the surest strength of a people, 
and so ungrateful in its exercise towards that Being to whose justicf 
we appealed when we ourselves felt the pressi^re of that very yoke of 
bondage^ which now bears with more galling and cruel weight oa 
thousands of our fellow men." 

■ If, then, the principle was not a good one at that time, why is it 
now? Is slavery any less "hostile to the temper of religion ?** 
Is it less " ungrateful to that Being to whose justice we appealed ?" 
Is the " yoke of bondage" less "galling and cruel," or, are any less 
" thousands" groaning under it? Is it a less evil for slavery to 
demand new territory, than it is, in addition to this, to assume to 
give new laws of interpretation to the Bible, to give us a^ew- re- 
ligion, with the law of might for thfe law of right, and thus make 
Christianity an ally of imquity, as it now doing ? This change of 
feelmg since 1820, when the citizens of Hartford, and those of 
other parts of - the country felt called upon to lift their voice a^unst 
the spread of slavery, to the feeling of the present time, whexj 
Christians, even, are expected to look, not only upon this, but upon 
aii attempt, also, to engraft slavery upon the Bible, in silence, 
without using the appropriate /means for resisting it, is one of the 
signs of the times. It shows^^w far the conscience of the country 
has already been affected ; stisA what the Tract Society is doing to 
let down the standard of Chrislaan, morality. 

The last argument urged is that of expediency, viz : That we 
should not ask the Societ^' to publish upon slavery, for, if it begins 
£0 do it, it will be driven but of the South, and thus there will be a 
sacrifice of the good it is now doing. / 

There is a sensitiveness here about the gospel being received, that 
Christ never encouraged. And, moreover, the Judge overlooks 
the fact that this argument has its natural limitations. And as 



^sa Sad tliQHi.put, we maj. taps the of ctomprqmiaes will pass by. 
I^f. a ma: wishes to go Sputh, tlie raqde of tr^ivel, whether by car- 
. jfege, a. saddle, or a rail car, may bo settled on the principle of 
eips^Qnoy , IJut if he wishes to go under another man's natoie, 
, ifherOfis a I9.W for it. So, too, if he wishes to teacli theology there, 
he. may depide what topics he wilLtake for any given time, or 
,pla^e, as a matter of expediency. But hia topics being selected, 
rwhafc he shall say in regard to them^ what conceptions he shall' 
gitre of them, be has -a law for, " To the law and to the testimony, if 
they speak not. according to wordf, it is because there is no 
light in them.^' The declaration stands over him, " If any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and , put of the things which are written in this book." 
God is exceedingly jealous of his truth. He allows no adding to 
it, and no. taking from it. If the man, therefore, selects vital 
godliness atid sound morality, the topic selected by the Tract So- 
ciety, he must teach the morality he finds written ; nothing more, 
nothing less. He is to. offer a Saviour who saves men not in 
:thoir,.sins, but/rom them. He must present Christ, not as an ark 
into which he is to gather them, simply, as Noah gathered in beasts, 
clean and unclean, but as a sovereign ; who, though " the times of 
ignorance he winked at, now cqmmandeth all men everi/wTiei'e to re^ 
pent" — ^" and to bring forth fruits meet for repentance." 
•If, then, Christ makes no compromises, abates not one jot, nor one 
tittle of the law, has this Society a right to do it ? Has it a right 
to hold back a claim, because men will not yield to it? When 
Christ's express instruction is, "if they persecute you in one city, 
flee into a-nother," is the Society to modify its teachings to a point 
that will make itself comfortable in every city? Is it to be the 
firafe and most sacred duty of the Society to keep pace with an 
apostatising Christianity ? Like a, defeated army, is it to retreat 
from post to post, till it gets back under its battlements, a general 
bJtmtianiti/f with wo particular applications, with nothing that any- 
body can find fault with? , This is a -sensitiveness in regard to 
having the gospel received &at Christ never exhibited. 
And then, if we are to adopt the doctrine of expediency, there 
different degrees of it, and, that is most expedient which sue- 



ceeds, best. ' Since tlienj^t'Jie ■.^beyfcjj wiieB:ial825yiti<)pl£%^'£6H'' 
coujd haYO published all that is now asked of it lipoia tM© subject 
of slavery, and adopting its present poHdyy ^s now lost "that^^^^ 
lege, as is elaimed, the* doctrine of expediency Mds mtS &e pol-; 
icy pursued in Kentucky. The Rev. J. G. Fee, and a few o^er3,a 
, few years since, found the State closed to them. But by pei^e^ 
verance, and applying the whole gospel, they have now opened it; 
and they can scatter whatever tracts they please, upbn the duties 
of masters and the evils of slavery. It has been a struggle jv to 
some extent a work of sufiiering, and, ho doubt more so from tho 
fact that slavery, having silenced one Society, expected to siloaco 
aJl^others. But the field is now opeti, and the poliby that won it 
is more expedient than that which lost it. ' 

Such are the arguments. The first speech is historical ; it does 
not therefore expand the arguments, but simply stated thfenio . The 
second speech urges confidence in the Society, on the glrouM of 
the opinion of the Comnuttee of Fifteen ; fbttd theh^ passing from 
this, it urges it on the ground of the good judgment of the Society 
itself. The third urges this policy of the Soci^^ on the groufed ol" 
expediency. - ' ; 

We find, then, nothing in these speeches, calculated to arrest this 
movement. The arguments, arid they aire all we f emelnber to havie 
seen, are inadequate to the ptitpose. The plea of inability, the 
ordy available one fer the Society^ cW, evid^%, iiever prevml.' 
The words of thV (Constitution, Ihe judgment of the " Coiamittee 
of Fifteen," and the endorsement of their bpihibn by a unani- 
mous" vote of the Society, to say nothing of bther reasbrisi ^Bifik^s 
it impossible. The deep conviction of the community is, that the 
Society can and ought publish upon slavery. And if so, it is 
the duty of the churches to withstand itffor it is to be blamed. If, 
however, the "Society really wishes to publish upon tlus subject but 
cannot, then the case is soinewhiat different. Stilly however; the 
Society is not what the churches want for a Tract Society even then. 
.Forhavmg commenced a work thkt 'reotuiies specific applications of 
the gospel to the practical Hfe, it at length finds itself tied. The 
clause in the Constitatioti, that was designed 
strength in the contest with sin, is tised to fetter it. -The unfore- 



growf^.. aii^ ;'fe<)!%0# of al^^Yory... ' . iSTotliiag is wantfag, ^ ikm^ to 
^ eopp!et9.,t!i0'^^^neet: impotence of tlio' Soeiet^, but fo? ofeor ©viig, 
.yoljeris^Qd large miiioniy'of professing ChriaSiaas, g-fow' 
( egual^ boi^S ; sridjos so<}n as thaj malso a protest, tha Socistj ' 
mMt W' ailQnt. The once strong man is bouiad. 

, la, either case, tJieiij this movement ebould go forward. Hever 
was sin rushing in upon m mth more fearful strides. Aad this, 
pariisulair form of it, siaveij, the parent of a thousand crimes and 
qmeltieSjis apwsteaggUn^ to assert for iteelf the sacred eaaction of ' 
^liigipa ; and to dictate laws to the church and to the nation. 
Unless, l^ien, Christians espect' to save men in their sins, thej will 
yrmt a Tract Society that will help them to teach what things are 
miM. ■' ■ ■ 

W© have ventured to discus this subject, because it seems to 
to be one of the greatest interest. We have felt deeply griieved 
.a* &e course pursued by the Soeieiy at New York ; and how- 
ever much it may injure the Society for us to say tins, and to 
resist its policy, the cause of truth requires it of us. The Society, 
in our yiew, is encouraging a " form of godliness that denies the 
power <ii it." It is compromisbg with sin, and is alarmingly 
^ebauolung the conscience of the church and the country. This 
is our apology for writing ; and though we regret to differ with 
biRJthren, we must contend for the integri^ of Christian truth and 
^practice. And fully convinced that God in his providence will 
OTsntually bring all his people to rejoice in the triumph of the 
right, however much tJbey may at present differ, we await the result 
■with the calmSst confidence. 

HiBSFom), April 30th, 1859. 
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